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On October 9, 1937, a Flamingo airplane, "El Rio Caroni," was carrying four
people to one of the greatest adventures of their lives. After a short hop,
that plane would land on soft ground at the top of the Auyantepui. Just as it
touched down, the landing gear would sink, lifting the aircraft's tail, and its
front end would bury itself up to the propeller shaft. The pilot was Jimmie
Angel, and his plane would be "planted" on the tepui from which the tallest
waterfall on the planet cascades, Angel Falls. Many years later, in 1970, the
Venezuelan government "rescued" the aircraft to restore it.

Thanks to the pen of Jesus Aveledo, this book narrates that rescue, told by
some of the witnesses who are still alive. That multidisciplinary military and
civilian enterprise, from the initial planning, the assembly of a camp on the
heights of the Auyantepui, the disassembling of the plane in pieces and its
transfer, piece by piece, in helicopters, and the final restoration and
placement of this landmark in front of the airport of Ciudad Bolivar, where it
remains.

In this story, told 86 years after that failed landing, we find the narration of
events that would allow the world to know Angel Falls, and the richness and
natural beauties of today's Canaima National Park. Nedo Paniz's campaign
diary and mostly unpublished photographs of Nestor Rodriguez Lamelas and
Arturo Soto, eyewitnesses of the operation, stand out. Also, photographs
from the Jimmie Angel Historical Project Archive, some of them also
previously unpublished.

Introducing the narrative is historian Karen Angel, niece of Jimmie Angel,
President of the Jimmie Angel Historical Project (JAHP). The book, which also
focuses on Jimmie’s airplane, is also introduced by the renowned curator and
aeronautical historian Dan Hagedorn, who urges us to preserve the last
known example of the Flamingo airplane, an irreplaceable example of the
Golden Age of Aviation.

The Foreword, written by renowned explorer and historian Charles Brewer
Carias, reminds us of the story that led to the discovery of an enormous
waterfall, the tallest in the world, by Jimmie Angel, whose name connects
them. In addition to the book, historian Jorge Gonzalez, Vice President of
the JAHP, presents evidence that it was Jimmie Angel who first saw Angel
Falls and made it known to the world.



